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From the Pastor’s Heart 

 

 

 
Dear Church Family: 
 
We start 2026 with  hope-filled heart. The past few years have been challenging for East 
Peoria First UMC. The events have left us, as a church, hurt, fearful, doubting, angry and  
feeling hopeless instead of hope-filled. I too, have been living in a pity party of negative 
feelings, failure , and shock.   NO MORE 
I am tired of living in the basement and not the balcony. With criticism and negativity at 
every turn, making me feel sorry for myself., and just feeling like I want to give up. 
       NO MORE 
In my time of prayer and discernment, God has revealed a new approach to being your 
spiritual leader. When I came in July, I did not realize where the church was, and made 
many mistakes. I am ready to lean on Jesus. Let him encourage and love me. My mission 
my whole life has been to tell others about Jesus, and I am going to double-down on that 
calling! 
God is not done with East Peoria First UMC. I encourage you to turn a deaf ear to those 
naysayers who claim that we are just a step away from closing our doors. If God can raise 
up dry bones, so too will God give us better days. First, stop looking inward and start 
looking outward.  Second, let us strengthen our church family bonds and fellowship. Third, 
everyone find a way to be involved in the life and growth of East Peoria First UMC. 

THEME FOR 2026 IS… 
ATTEND—INVITE—FELLOWSHIP 

1. ATTEND: Be present at worship on Sunday or Wednesday. Make worship a apriority. 
My priority is to offer worship worth attending. You come ready to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and I and our worship team will try to provide you the conduit to connect 
with God. I will preach JESUS—SALVATION—SANCTIFICATION—SERVANT MINISTRY. 

2. INVITE: All of us together  have to invite others. There is no program or media device 
that can do better than people inviting people. The Bible is full of words about inviting 
and sharing God’s love.  Anyone can do it. This church is worth inviting people to 
attend. 

3. FELLOWSHIP: I am surprised even with our fewer numbers how little we know each 
other. It is amazing how quickly we get out of the building on Sunday. Most churches I 
have served had one service, but the people stayed around after service to fellowship, 
talk, and care about  each other. We need more opportunities to get to know each 
other, and spread time together. 
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4. SERVE: Like many churches, we have just a few people serving in the church. 
Unfortunately, this leads to just a few running the church and every thought they say, they 
want help they don’t want to lose control. All of us can offer our talents and gifts to move 
the mission of the church forward. I am not talking about a lot of meetings where people 
just argue and get mad if they don’t get their way.  I am talking about collaboration and 
willingness  to come up with new ways—spirit-led ways—to move our church into the 21st 
century. 
 

DON’T GROW WEARY! 
Truly, I had become weary in the last two months of dealing with personalities and 
negativity.  
 

BUT NO MORE! 
God called me to share the good news of Jesus Christ. My visits with the Shut ins during 
their last weeks reminded me of God’s love, gratitude and “balcony, not basement” 
attitude. Let’s have 2026 be the year that East Peoria First UMC decided to follow that star 
no matter what. 
 
God Bless Us All, 
 
 
Reverend Ted A. Hartley 
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MESSAGE FROM AUSTIN ALDAG: 
 

Austin Aldag extends his sincere gratitude for 
the numerous letters and thoughtful  
handwritten cards of encouragement from the 
members of EPFUMC over the past several  
difficult years. I am proud and happy to also  
announce that I will finish my Post-doctoral 
Scholar year here at the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham during this upcoming summer 
(2026) and continue upwards to relocate, yet 
again, to Starkville, Mississippi, to join  
Mississippi State University as a tenure-track 
Assistant Professor of Political Science & Public 
Administration. Love you all, ~Austin 

 

BIG THANK YOU! 
EP 1st UMC family, you have blessed me with 
gifts, cards, and encouragement, and I thank 
you from the depth of my soul. Shut Ins you 
helped heal my broken spirit and lifted me to 
higher ground. Pastor Ted A.  

 

EP 1ST UMC 
Your generosity in taking on the giving Tree, and 
your helping a family from Bolin School have a 
Christmas, as well as giving them noisy bucket 
change offering for the Helping Hands fund is a 
hallelujah! Pastor Ted A. 
 

UnHanging of the Greens 
Please   join   us   Sunday,   Jan.  4th   for  the  
unhanging   of   the   greens right after Worship 
Service.    We   will   be  undecorating the 
Church and need all hands available.  Hope to 
see you all there! 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
The   Men's   Prayer   Breakfast  meets  on  
the second Saturday each month at 8:00 am at  
the  520 Café  in East Peoria. This month is on 
January 10. Please let Chuck Pierman know if 
you will be attending. 

 

January Sermons 
Jan. 4:     Epiphany - “Follow that Star” 
       Matthew 2:1-12     Rev. Ted A. 
Jan. 11:   “Reaffirmation of Baptism”  
               Mark 1:9-11           Rev. Ted A. 
Jan. 18:  “Effective Invitations” 
      John 1:29-42              Rev. Ted A. 
Jan. 25:  “Gone Fishing”    Rev. Ted A. 
      Mathew 4:12-23 

 
Coming Events 

Jan. 4:    Visit of the Magi as Epiphany begins. 
Jan. 11:  Reaffirmation of our baptism. During 
      this service we remember our  
      baptism. 
Jan. 13:  6—7 pm Worship/Fellowship  
      Meeting.  
      Choir Practice 7 pm 
Jan. 19:  Ad Council Meeting 6 pm 
 

 
PASTOR TED A.’s NEW OFFICE 

HOURS 
In Office: 
Monday:   9:00 am to 1:30 pm 
Tuesday:  9:00 am to 11:00 am 
Wednesday:  9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Thursday:  9:00 am to 11:00 am 
Friday:  Day Off 
Afternoons during the week will be for visiting 
and evangelism. I hope you will give these new 
hours a chance. My main goal is to be a more 
effective pastor for East Peoria First UMC. 

 
 

NEW ADDRESS FOR RYAN WEBB 
 

CPL RYAN WEBB 
PO BOX 33464 
FORT SILL, OK 

73503 
 

Your Church Staff 

 
 

Rev. Ted A. Hartley, Directing Pastor 
Cell: 217-330-0708 

 

Teri Sebesta, Office Manager   
e-mail: office@epfumc.org 

Cell: 574-275-9282 
 

Ryan Klaus, Pianist/Organist  
 

Bob Dietrich, A/V Coordinator 
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TERI’S TIDBITS 
 

Hello Church Family! 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!! It’s a whole new 
year!!! I pray that 2026 is the year of renewal 
for our church. East Peoria First UMC is a 
beautiful church, rich in history! Our family 
is very proud to have become members here. 
There are so many fun nooks and crannies 
that our grandchildren love to explore. You 
can see the pride in their eyes as well! We 
have so much to offer to the community here 
at this church. We already have so much 
more that we do! Food Pantry,  
SnackPac, Bell Choir, Puppets for Jesus, 
Choir, Leap of Faith, Youth, Children’s 
Church and a pastor who preaches from the 
heart. But there is so much more that we can 
do. Won’t you please brainstorm with us 
about programs we can bring back or  
programs we can start to offer even more for 
the community. Change is hard. So hard! But 
it is important to change and roll with the 
times. To meet people right where they are!  
Many years ago, I was a member of the Lakes 
Area Players, a Christian theatrical group and 
I played Mother Mary in the play Christ’s 
Passion for a number of years. One night 
when we were doing the last supper scene in 
the upper room, I was standing with the  
women in the back of the room as I always 

did watching the character of Jesus interact 

with Peter. When the time came for Jesus to 

say “Love one another. They will know you 

are my disciples if you love one another,” I 

don’t know if it was because of the way they 

looked at each other or if it was something I 

really needed to hear. I started sobbing and I 

vowed then and there that I was going to love 

everybody! I was going to be a better wife, 

mother, sister, cousin, aunt, niece, grandma, 

friend, human! At this point, I am ugly crying 

and I have a solo to sing in 5 minutes.  

My understudy says “you better pull yourself  

together” like I don’t already know this, and so I 

begin the task of calming myself so I can sing 

and not sound like a frog. 

 
I did manage to get through my solo but my life 
was profoundly and forevermore changed. I 
knew I needed to make some big changes in  
order to let God lead me in the path He has for 
me. So I made changes and how I did it is a 
Teri’s Tidbits for another day. LOL 
 
Let’s do our best this year to grow our church, to 
meet people where they are, and to let God guide 
us in all that we do! It’s gonna be a great year. I 
just know it! Jesus said in Matthew  
Chapter 28:19-20:   
 
19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them 
to obey everything that I’ve commanded you. 
Look, I myself will be with you every day until 
the end of this present age.”  
 

 

Are you ready? 
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Page for kids of all ages 
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January Birthdays 
 

Jan 2  Janet Berkley             
Jan 2  Marijean Bishel 
Jan 4  Peggy Mooney 
Jan 6  Chuck Pierman 
Jan 6  Malcom Staley 
Jan 10 Chad Cunningham 
Jan 10  Linda Gerber-Woodard 
Jan 13  Ary Beene (Sebesta) 
Jan 14 Janet Koch 
Jan 14 Ashleigh Lane 
Jan 19  Connor Son  
Jan  22 Ed Newlan  
Jan  23 Travis Reeves  
Jan. 23 Teri Sebesta 
Jan  25 Rose Rock 
Jan  28  Alan Astle 
Jan  28 Bev Avery 
Jan  28 Julie Haeffele 
Jan  30 Jim White 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

    In Our Prayers 
  In the Hospital in  

the Past Month 
 
 

Fighting Cancer 
Halle Bloom,  Julie Jenkins,   

Pam Riley, Mark Gill,   
Mary Mallory, Lynne Barker,  
Brian Engles, Rob Calder II,  

Katie Bishop, Sandy Crawford,  
Joette Blakesley, Gary Fargher,  

Merry Eccles, Nancy Brooks,   
Norman Clark (asbestosis),  

Len Brockman, Kellen Norman,  
Sandra Begemen, 

Byron Webb 
 

Prolonged Illness / Challenges 
Margaret Johnston, Beth Ball,  

Rev. Stan Haxton,  Bonnie Lourash,   
Margaret Sides, Jeff Briggs, Roger Williams,  

Les Leach,  Jodi Cassady 
Austin Aldag, Earl Webb,  

Caitlin Reeves, Nancy Riddle 
 

Long Term Care / Assisted Living 
 Anna Martin, Joyce Mooberry, 

Lynda Gustafson 
 

Needing Prayer  
Please pray for Our Dear Church Family  

who are struggling, the lonely, all who are 
unemployed, shut-in, those who are  

struggling with flu/colds, those who are 
grieving, all governmental leaders,  

those who are serving in our military,  
the youth and all caregivers. 

 
 

Military Service Members 
Joe Rizzo (Air National Guard),  

Ryan Webb (Army),  
Jared Koch (Air Force), 

Nate Hill (Air National Guard) 

Is this your birth month? 
If you have a birthday this month, and your 
name  is  missing  from our  list,  we  do  not 
have your birthdate in our database.   
Please provide the office with your birthdate; 
month, day and year.  We want to celebrate 
you! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiuw_icqfTcAhVs64MKHfV4BZwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetdrawings.com%2Fwoman-praying-hands-silhouette&psig=AOvVaw1uus1_H8FWo61hTnWM9oWi&ust=1534602576410972
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 
9:00am Worship 
Puppets for Jesus in Worship 

29 
6:00pm - 8:00pm REBORN 
Practice 

30 31 
12:00pm REFRESH 

1 2 3 
LOF Staff Christmas 
Party - NO OTHER 
BOOKINGS 

4 
9:00am Worship 
10:30am Unhanging of the 
Greens 

5 
9:00am - 12:00pm Snack-
Pac Packing 
1:00pm - 3:00pm Food 
Pantry 
5:00pm - 6:00pm Bell 
Choir Practice 
5:45pm - 8:00pm Cub/Boy 
Scout Meeting 
6:00pm - 8:00pm REBORN 
Practice 

6 
7:00pm - 8:00pm Choir 
Practice 

7 
12:00pm REFRESH 

8 
7:00pm EP/Morton 
Singles 

9 10 
8:00am Men's Prayer 
Breakfast 
4:00pm Breakfast 
Setup 

11 
9:00am Worship 
Friends for Mission Breakfast 

12 
9:00am - 12:00pm Snack-
Pac Packing 
1:00pm - 3:00pm Food 
Pantry 
5:00pm - 6:00pm Bell 
Choir Practice 
5:45pm - 8:00pm Cub/Boy 
Scout Meeting 
6:00pm - 8:00pm REBORN 
Practice 
6:15pm 4-H Meeting 

13 
6:00pm - 7:00pm Wor-
ship/Fellowship Meeting 
7:00pm - 8:00pm Choir 
Practice 

14 
12:00pm REFRESH 
4:00pm - 7:00pm 
Early Head Start 

15 
7:00pm EP/Morton 
Singles 

16 17 
12:00pm - 9:00pm 
Emmaus Christmas 
Gathering 

18 
9:00am Worship 

19 
9:00am - 12:00pm Snack-
Pac Packing 
1:00pm - 3:00pm Food 
Pantry 
5:00pm - 6:00pm Bell 
Choir Practice 
5:45pm - 8:00pm Cub/Boy 
Scout Meeting 
6:00pm - 8:00pm REBORN 
Practice 

20 
7:00pm - 8:00pm Choir 
Practice 

21 
12:00pm REFRESH 
6:00pm - 8:30pm 
Puppets for Jesus 
Practice 

22 
7:00pm EP/Morton 
Singles 

23 24 
4:00pm Breakfast 
Setup 

25 
9:00am Worship 
Friends for Mission Light 
Breakfast 

26 
9:00am - 12:00pm Snack-
Pac Packing 
1:00pm - 3:00pm Food 
Pantry 
5:00pm - 6:00pm Bell 
Choir Practice 
5:45pm - 8:00pm Cub/Boy 
Scout Meeting 
6:00pm - 8:00pm REBORN 
Practice 

27 
7:00pm - 8:00pm Choir 
Practice 

28 
12:00pm REFRESH 

29 
7:00pm EP/Morton 
Singles 

30 31 
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PEORIA POPS AND ADVENT 2025 



 

 

Worship Schedule  
 
 

9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
 

12:00 p.m. Wednesday REFRESH 
 

 
 
 
 

First United Methodist Church 
154 E. Washington St. 
East Peoria, IL 61611-2529 
 
 
 
 


