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From the Pastor’s Heart

Dear Church Family,

This year we celebrate 250 years of freedom! On July 4, 1776, we declared our freedom
from British rule. The Declaration of Independence proclaimed that all humans are
created equal and should be free. Since then, “democracy” and “freedom” have
become important words in our vocabulary.

These principles have brought many people from around the world to our shores to
bask in this freedom. It is ironic that many of the signers of the Declaration of
Independence were actually slaveholders who did not see the need for freedom for all.

| am so glad that | live in America. | do not take the opportunities and freedoms we
have lightly. | am glad | can speak out against injustice and that | can worship without
fear. Often, | believe we take our freedoms for granted.

Freedom can be a two-edged sword. Do | have the freedom to do or say bad things to
hurt another person? Do | have the freedom to oppress people who are not like me or
with whom | disagree?

Jesus describes freedom primarily as liberation from the bondage of sin and spiritual
darkness, rather than the ability to do whatever one wants. Jesus taught that true
freedom is found by knowing the truth and actively living in a loving relationship with
God (John 8:31-32).

Freedom is not an excuse for selfishness. Rather, it is described as the liberty to live a
holy life and serve others in love.

Glory, glory hallelujah! His truth is marching on!

Your friend and pastor,
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A July You Won’t Want to Miss:
From Red, White & Blue to the Silver Screen

July is going to be an exciting month for worship
at EPFUMC! We will kick things off with a Salute
to America on July 5. Join us as we celebrate our
nation’s 250th birthday with a presentation of
flags and musical tributes. Next, journey with us
from Broadway to the Silver Screen, as we take a
look at some of the ways we can find God in
musicals and movies. Finally, we will end the
month of July with a visit from our next District
Superintendent. Rev. Dr. James Fielder, who will
begin serving the newly formed Northwest District
in January 2027, will be our guest speaker.

God’s goodness and grace never take a hiatus.
Whenever you are in town, please make worship
a priority. When you are traveling, you can still
stay connected by joining us online. Services are
streamed each week on our Facebook page and
on our website at EPFUMC.com.

July Sermons

July 5:
“Our Two Flags”

Scripture Focus: Romans 12:1-7
Speaker: Rev. Ted A.

July 12:

God & Broadway:
“Carousel - You’ll Never Walk Alone”
Scripture Focus: Isaiah 43:1-5
Speaker: Rev. Ted A.

July 19:
God & The Movies:
“Wizard of Oz -

When Your World is Turned Upside Down”
Scripture Focus: Mark 4:35-41
Speaker: Rev. Ted A.

July 26:

God & The Movies:
“Hacksaw Ridge - The Chosen Few”
Scripture Focus: Matthew 9:35-10:8
Speaker: Rev. Dr. James Fielder

July Mission Offering

Our ‘noisy’ offering for June will benefit Pekin
First UMC’s ROC House Ministries. ROC House
(Reaching Our Community) believes that Jesus
meant it when he said, ‘Whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me (Matthew 25:40).” They live out
their faith by serving the community, specifically
those mostin need.

The transitional housing ministry aims to truly
transform the lives of people one household at a
time. The vision began in 2021 with the donation
of a home by one of its members. The home was
transformed into Charis Place, which houses one
family at a time. As the family transitions from
instability to self-sufficiency, the church walks
alongside them, providing love, prayer, tangible
support and encouragement. Later that year,
ROC House purchased a trailer park. They
removed the trailers and built Providence Place,
a duplex that houses and serves an additional
two families at a time.

We will be sharing a video that highlights the
story of this amazing ministry on July 5 during
morning service. The following Sunday, July 12, a
representative from ROC House will come to share
more about their mission and how you can help.

Your Change Is Changing Lives!

Our “Noisy Offering” is a fun, hands-on way for
everyone—especially children—to participate in
giving. Each month, these gifts are shared with a
different charity, helping us extend God’s love
beyond our walls and into our community. In May,
you raised $268.21 for South Side Mission. Below
are the organizations we will support in the months
ahead.

Jul: ROC House Ministries

Aug: SnackPac (Food Donations)

Sep: Pathway Ministries—Naramore Dinners
(fka Peoria Rescue Mission)

Oct: The Baby Fold
Nov: Heifer Project
Dec: Helping Hands
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Miracle Sunday Update

Thank you again to everyone who gave for Miracle
Sunday to support ministerial education. Through
the generosity of people like you, to date, the
conference has raised $187,650! Of the 92
churches that participated, EPFUMC was one of
42 churches to meet or exceed the $1,000 goal.
Your gifts are watering the seeds of hope for
those pursuing the calling of ministry around the
world. Every dollar you donate spreads the good
news of the gospel a little further!

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

The Men's Prayer Breakfast meets on the second
Saturday each month at 8:00 am at the 520 Café
in East Peoria. This month’s breakfast will be
held on July 11.

Please contact Chuck Pierman
to confirm your attendance.

Ladies’ Luncheon
The next EPFUMC Ladies’ Luncheon will be held
onlJuly 18 at 11:30 at Avanti’s in East Peoria.

We gather together on the 3rd Saturday of
each month from April through November.

Contact Bev Avery for questions
and/or to reserve your seat.

EPUMC Ladies Luncheon April 2026

COMING SOON - Worship Outside

Join us for Worship Outside on September 27, 2026.
Bring your family, friends, and lawn chairs to enjoy a
morning of worship. The time is still to be determined.

Sunday Worship Services

Are you unable to attend our Sunday Worship
Service in person but would love to be able to
watch it every week? Did you attend and would like
to see it again? Our weekly Worship Service is
broadcast live to our Facebook page and remains
there even after the Worship Service ends. The
service is also available on YouTube and our
website. Contact the church office for questions
about how to access these various platforms.

REFRESH Service

Join us every Wednesday at noon for our half hour
Refresh service. Open to all, come and bring a
friend to worship with us through fellowship,
devotion, prayer, and communion. What a great
midweek pick-me-up to get you through from Sunday
to Sunday!

Giving Made Easy

Did you know you can setup your giving to be
an automatic withdrawal, either monthly or
semi-monthly? Withdrawals occur on the 3rd
and/or the 17th each month. Sign-up is easy.
Stop by the church office to request an
Electronic Giving form.

HELP NEEDED!!!

Jesus said suffer not the little children.
We need YOUR help to keep our Children’s
Church adequately staffed. For safety purposes,
we must have two volunteers with the children
each Sunday.

All the materials are ready for you. All you have to
do is show up! Please consider signing up for a
Sunday on the sheet in the foyer. Our children
(and their parents) will thank you!!
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If You Are Ever in the Hospital

We call the hospitals every morning, but even if
you specify that we be informed of your
hospitalization, we are not always told.
Please call us or have a relative or friend notify
the Church. We want to know when you are ill
SO we can be praying for you.

Church Communication System

OneCallNow is the notification system we use
to communicate church information to our
congregation. If you do not currently receive
church messages, such as closures, reminders,
etc., but would like to, please contact the office.
You can be notified by email, text and/or phone call.

Lost & Found Items

Lost and found items are stored in the church
office. Items that are not claimed within three
months will be given away through the Food
Pantry, donated, or thrown away.

Current Item:
Eddie Bauer Down Coat (Navy Blue, Medium)

August Messenger Deadline

The deadline for the August 2026 issue of the
Messenger is noon on Monday, July 20. Send your
submissions to office@epfumc.org or drop them
off in the church office.
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IS YOUR CONTACT INFO UP TO DATE??

Has your name, address, email,
or phone number changed?

Do you need to update your household
or emergency contacts?

Do we have your birthday and/or
anniversary on file?

As part of our EPFUMC church family, we want to
stay connected with you. Keeping your information
current ensures that you will always stay informed.
More importantly, it helps us serve you better.

Also, we will be updating our church directory
soon. You can help us get a head start by updating
or confirming your information today! Use the
contact form in your Sunday bulletin, or contact
the church office by email at office@epfumc.org
or by phone at 309.633.5417. Thank you!

Your Church Staff

Rev. Ted A. Hartley, Directing Pastor
Cell: 217-330-0708

Tia Fielder, Office Manager
e-mail: office@epfumc.org

Ryan Klaus, Pianist/Organist
Bob Dietrich, A/V Coordinator

Church Office Hours
Monday—Friday 8:00 am—2:00 pm
Rev. Ted A. Hartley’s Office Hours
Rev. Ted. A. is generally in the office
Monday through Thursday.
NOTE: His office hours fluctuate from week to
week due to meetings and pastoral care duties.
He is off on Fridays. Please call ahead to make
an appointment or to make sure the Pastoris in.
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Annual Conference Report 2026

Submitted by Terry Newlan
EPFUMC 2026 Lay Representative

The Ilinois Great Rivers Annual Conference gathered June 4-6
at the Peoria Civic Center with the theme, Love Boldly,
.~ based upon John 13:34-35.

churches had a lot of memories of baptisms, weddings, laughter of church families gathering to
celebrate the good times of the church, as well as the sad times of losing someone special.
Please remember these churches, congregations, and the buildings that have so many memories
like our church has.

<>< The Annual Conference approved the 2027 budget with a reduction of 1.08% from the 2026
budget. The conference will use the difference in the budget as reserves to reduce the burden
on local church apportionments.

<>< The conference also approved a 3.5% increase to its minimum salaries for 2027, with minimum
salaries rising to $55,272 for clergy in full connection, associate members and provisional
elders; and $50,719 for full-time local pastors. Retirees under the pre-1982 pension plan will
see a 2% increase to $915 per active service year in 2027, funded by a gift from Preachers' Aid
Society and Benefit Fund. (Pastor Ted is a retired pastor; thus this will not impact his salary.)

<>< The Annual Conference gave generously to the special offerings. Nearly $30,000 was collected
in-person and online. Offerings included: Africa University ($8,011); John Kofi Asmah School in
Liberia ($3,004); Camp Scholarships ($5,223); Tom Brown Scholarship at Wiley University ($4,117);
Campus Ministries ($5,597) and the Ordinands’ Trip ($3,846).

<>< One legislative matter that generated the most discussion was the approval of a proposal from
the Extended Cabinet to reduce the number of districts from five to four, effective Jan. 1, 2027.
We will be in the Northwest District.
The new districts and their superintendents will be as follows:

Central District -- Rev. Jessica Baldyga

Northeast District -- Rev. Sara Isbell

Northwest District -- Rev. James Fielder

South District -- Rev. Marty McMichael

Bishop Bard & Bishop Bigham-Tsai District Superintendent Mike Crawford Susie Wurth & Tia Fielder present
lead the clergy procession. reports on the district realignhment. lay ministry updates.
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EPFUMC Faith in Action: Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

One way we live out our faith as United Methodists is by being connectional. So naturally, when
~<~THERN H1» Lauri Jackson from Southern Hills UMC in Sioux Falls, SD, contacted the church looking for a
place for her youth group to sleep during their mission trip, Pastor Ted did not hesitate to help!
Last month, the Southern Hills Youth on Fire mission group traveled by van to the Appalachian
% region of West Virginia, where they engaged in construction, community service, and faith-
building activities. They needed a place to stop and sleep during their 36-hour round trip journey.
A Bloomington church opened its doors as the group traveled eastbound. EPFUMC opened its
doors as the group traveled home.

<x7ATTHET AT TVID I ¢

Pastor Ted had no trouble finding volunteers to assist as we housed the group in the church overnight. The Leach and
Cassady families helped provide a taco bar for dinner. Linda Nicot prepared an assortment of desserts. The next morning,
the group hit the road with full bellies, thanks to a continental breakfast provided by Patti Staley and Ashleigh Lane. Pastor
Ted and Pat Cassady accompanied the group to the parsonage to get showers before heading home. It was a great time of
fellowship, and the group was extremely appreciative of the gracious hospitality they received. However, we were “simply’
following one of Wesley’s 3 Simple Rules: Do Good. Thank you to everyone who came out to help or assisted in any way.

2.
- ro N

#BeUMC Quiz

How much do YOU know about who we are and what we believe?
Test your knowledge below.
(Answers can be found at the bottom of page 9.)

1. Who is considered the founder of 4. We can only receive God’s grace 7. UMC “connection” means we are

the Methodist movement? once we have been baptized. one body of Christ in many places.
A. Martin Luther O True 0 True
B. Charles Wesley L] False L] False
C.John Wesley 5 We believe Salvation is: 8. Local UMC churches choose and
D. Francis Asbury . hire pastors on their own.
A. Afree gift of God’s grace 0T
2. We believe God is: B. Only for certain people - F”:e
A. Many different gods C. Based on church attendance aise
B. One God in 3 persons (Trinity) D. Earned by good works 9. All Christians are called to ministry.
C. Not real . N O True
D. One person—Jesus Christ 6. We belleve baptism: ] False
A. Must be repeated regularly
3. Faith is demonstrated through B. Is only for adults 10. Wesley taught that true faith
acts of love and service. C. Guarantees a perfect life means believing in justice for all.
0 True D. Is a one-time sign of God’s [ True

L] False grace and covenant O False




8 First United Methodist Church of East Peoria

June 2026

. o @)
fun Dage for Bvey Age

0 O Summer Time

e
Vavah YA
/) \ \ /| \\ %
o \ \ oo
\ T 5 fi}

Hidd _

en Word Puzle
Search the grid of letters to find a path that spells “Fourth of July.”
Each letter of each word must be connected by a line,
but the path of letters does not have to be a straight line.
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Finish the Lyrics - Celebrate America Edition
Try and guess the missing phrase for each Patriotic song! CHALLENGE: Can you name the song title, too??

1.“Pm proud to be an American, where

2.“And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs

3.“For purple mountain’s majesties. Above

4.“You’re a grand old flag, you’re a

. , baby, you’re a firework, come on

6.“Country roads, take me home to

7.“Drove my Chevy to the levee, but

8.“So, | put my hands up! They're playing my song. The

9.“From the redwood forest to the Gulf Stream waters;

10.“Land of the pilgrims' pride, from every mountain side,
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In Our Prayers

In the Hospital in
the Past Month
Linda Gren

Fighting Cancer
Nancy Brooks, Rob Calder I,

Sandy Crawford, Byron Webb

Prolonged Illness / Challenges
Austin Aldag, Jodi Cassady,
Rev. Stan Haxton, Les Leach,
Bonnie Lourash, Caitlin Reeves,
Nancy Riddle, Margaret Sides,
Roger Williams, Earl Webb

Long Term Care / Assisted Living
Jean Aldag, Jim Frey, Lynda Gustafson,
Anna Martin, Marie Meyer, Sondra Urban

Needing Prayer
Please pray for Our Dear Church Family

who are struggling, the lonely, all who are
unemployed, shut-in, those who are
struggling with illness and injury, those who
are grieving, our conference leaders,
all governmental leaders, those who are serving
in our military, the youth and all caregivers.

Military Service Members

Ryan Webb (Army), Jared Koch (Air Force),
Nate Hill (Air National Guard)

July Birthdays

July 1 Bill Allison

July 2 Jennifer Hill

July 6 Judy Wenger

July 12 Kate Vogel

July 14 Nancy Brooks
July 15 Anne Dean

July 17 Evie Hartley Tapp
July 21 Britney Willhite
July 22 Nancy Snoke
July 25 Kimberly Acevedo
July 28 Jay Whitfield

July 29 Sondra Urban

“The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;
the Lord tum his face toward you and give you peace.”

Numbers 6:24-26

#BeUMC Quiz Answers:
1. C 2.B 3.True 4.False 5.A
6.D 7.True 8.False 9.True 10.True

Is this your birth month?
If you have a birthday this month,
and your name is missing from our list,
we do not have your birthdate in our database.

Please provide the office with your
birthdate; month, day and year.
We want to celebrate you!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

28 29 30 1 2 3 4

9:00am 1:00 - 3:00pm | 5:30 - 7:00pm 12:00pm 7:00pm Independence

Worship Food Pantry Boy Scouts REFRESH EP/Morton Day

. Meeting Singles

Friends for

Mission Light

Breakfast

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

9:00am 1:00pm - 3:00pm 12:00pm 11:30am 8:00am

Worship Food Pantry REFRESH East Peoria Men's Prayer

. Woman's Club Breakfast

Communion

Sunday 7:00pm 4:00pm
EP/Morton Breakfast Setup
Singles

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

9:00am 1:00pm - 3:00pm 12:00pm 7:00pm 11:30am

Worship Food Pantry REFRESH EP/Morton Ladies

Friends for 6:15pm 4-H Singles kt\::;!c\igson @EP

Mission Meeting

Breakfast

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

9:00am 1:00pm - 3:00pm 12:00pm 7:00pm 4:00pm

Worship Food Pantry REFRESH EP/Morton Breakfast Setup
Singles

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

9:00am 1:00pm - 3:00pm 12:00pm 7:00pm

Worship Food Pantry REFRESH E_P/Morton

Friends for Singles

Mission Light

Breakfast

“In the warmth of July,
may we remember the true freedom found in God’s grace.”
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Friends for Mission

Re
Bir
MISSion
! 0260

The Friends For Mission Team left
for Redbird Mission in Beverly, KY
on June 6th and returned sore,
exhausted, humbled and blessed
beyond measure on June 12th.
While there, we removed bad
flooring in a living room, jacked up
the floor to make it level, replaced
the flooring and installed a new
storm door for the family we were
privileged to work for.

Thank you, church, for helping to
make this mission trip possible =
and allowing us to be the hands §
and feet of God while representing
First UMC of East Peoria!!
Blessings,
Jim, Jamie and Melissa
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9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service
12:00 p.m. Wednesday REFRESH




