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 Spring is here! Well, we hope May is 
better than April! May is always a super busy 
month as things are kicked into high gear for 
the end of school year events, lots of meetings,  
Mother’s Day, anniversaries (okay at least ours is in May, lol), 
graduations and Memorial Day weekend, which is always a good family 
time. 
 May is a good month for memories and beautiful pictures. I 
encourage you to take some time to focus on your family this month. We 
often get engaged in things that are not worthy of our attention and 
time. Slow down and enjoy the moments. Focus on your spouse, your 
moms, your family, and the moments.  
 The writer of Ecclesiastes tells us there is a time for everything. 
Chapter 3 verse 1 says, “for everything there is a season, a time for 
every activity under heaven.” Solomon also goes on and tells us in verse 
11, “God has made everything beautiful for its own time.”  
 May is a full month! Soak in the moments! Enjoy the time with 
family and friends. Enjoy your church family as well as our celebration  
of God’s good news continuing in our lives.  

He is not dead!  He is alive!  He is risen indeed!  
Live like that is true!  

 
With you on the way of the Risen One, 

Pastor Krista 

 
 

Pastor Randy Shepard 
Pastor Randy has been our Visiting Pastor for four years.  He has made 

countless visits to hospitals and to our members who are unable to get out. 
We appreciate him so much! On May 29th Pastor Randy will be preaching 
the Worship Service, which will be his last service for our Church.  Following 
Worship there will be a reception / wedding shower / going away party in 
Ehrett Hall for Pastor Randy and his fiancé, Sherri.  We invite everyone to 

come for the celebration! 
 

Pastor Randy and Sherri’s home is in need of some renovations to 
accommodate Pastor Randy.  If you are led to give them a gift, they are  
very grateful, and ask that you consider a monetary gift or gift card to  

Home Depot or Lowes to help with the renovation costs.   

Pastor’s Chat 
w/ Pastor Krista 
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Flags for Veterans 
Saturday, May 21, 2022 

8:00 am 
Fondulac Cemetery - south entrance. 

We will be placing over 1,400 flags on the 
graves and helping VFW Post 2078. 

  RAIN OR SHINE 
This will take only a couple hours depending 
on how many show up to help. EVERYONE 
WELCOME—Church Members, Girl Scouts, 
Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Moms & Dads, 
Brothers & Sisters and Grandkids. 

Contact:  Les Leach 309-694-3646 

 
Remembering Loved Ones 

Memorial   Day   is   Monday,   May   30th.   
Our sincerest thoughts, prayers and thanks go 
to all loved ones who have touched our lives,  
especially our military men and women who  
have  given  the  ultimate sacrifice. 

 
 

Finance Update 
This is the 1

st
 quarter financial update of 2022.  

There is good and bad news.  I will begin with 
the  bad  news.  EPFUMC  expenses  have 
increased over the quarter compared to 2021 
by 8.52% to $29,662.50. per month.  While not 
surprising, as a church is not exempt to the 
price increases of the inflation around it which 
is an area of concern.  The good news is that 
our  donations  to  the  General  Fund  have 
increased 16.13% from the average monthly 
donations of $23,630 in 2021 to $27,452.26 
per month in the first quarter of 2022.  Most of 
the increase was in March and three fourths 
can  be  attributed  to  increases  in  multiple 
individual donations with one large donation 
during March for the year.  I could not have 
written this in February as the donations were 
only 52.15% of the February expenses.  While 
EPFUMC  still  has  a  deficit  of  donations  to 
expenses in the first quarter, it is much better 
after the month of March than earlier in 2022 
and better than any time in 2021.  HVAC has 
also increased from $723,799.53 at the end of 
2021 to $843,534.27 in March of 2022.   
GOOD WORK CHURCH!  
Blessings to each of you,  
Your Finance Committee Chair, Jean Aldag 

 
 

Catching Up with Pastor Debby Rhodes 
 

33 Now when the sixth hour had come, there 
was darkness over the whole land until the ninth 
hour. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out 
with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani?” which is translated, “My God, My 
God, why have You forsaken Me?” 37And Jesus 
cried out with a loud voice, and breathed His 
last.  

Mark 15:33-34, 37 (NKJV) 
 

Peace and Grace to all of Farmington United 
Methodist Church. 
 

As we approach the Holy Week and Easter, I 
hope this finds all of you feeling blessed. This 
past two years has been a very hard for all of us 
with the pandemic. And just maybe the end is in 
sight. Please join us for Palm Sunday service at 
11:00pm April 10, Maundy Thursday service at 
6:00pm April 14 and EASTER Service at 
11:00am April 17. 
 

BUT our church is open! We are returning to a 
new normal. We will continue to broadcast via 
FM 106.3 for a ‘parking lot’ service for all who 
don’t feel comfortable inside. Soon, I think, we 
will be able to pass the plate again, but I’m not 
sure  if  and  when  we  will  ever  go  back  to 
intinction for communion.  
 

Farmington UMC is expanding and looking for 
more  ways  to  reach  out  to  the  community! I 
am  very  proud  and  hopeful  for  the  way  the 
congregation has come together to grow and 
serve! 
 

My husband and I will be leaving soon to serve 
the community in Ashton, Idaho. As many of you 
know July 1

st
 is the starting day for many moves 

in the United Methodist Church. My last Sunday 
here will be May 29. I will miss this church and 
pray that you continue to serve our Great GOD! 
 

Have a blessed Easter,   
Pastor Debby 

 

5 “Why do you look for the living among the 
dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen!   

Luke 24:5-6 (NIV)                                               
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Committee Meetings 
 

Finance Committee:  Tuesday, May 10  
@ 2:00 p.m. via Zoom 

 

Trustee Committee:  Thursday, May 12  
@ 6:30 p.m. in B1 

Ad Council:  Tuesday, May 17  
@ 6:00 p.m. in B1 

Learning Center Board:  Thursday, May 19 
@ 6:00 p.m. in B1 

 

All Committees: 
Please remember to send your latest meeting 
minutes to Terri in the office by Wednesday, 
May  11th.  They  will  be  sent  to  all  AdCon 
members the week before the AdCon meeting.  

 

United Methodist Women 
May 25:  Ruth Fellowship Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 
 Hostesses:  Bev Avery 
           Patti Staley 
 Program:  Jean Aldag 
           Memorial Service 
  

UMW “No Bake” Bake Sale  
We are still collecting your “no bake” items 
through the month of May.  A no-stress way to 
make  a  donation  to  the  United  Methodist 
Women. Just figure out how  much  it  would  
cost  to  bake  a  cake, cupcakes, pie or any 
sweet  treat.   No  trip  to  the  store  to  buy  
the ingredients, and no time spent baking your 
item.  Just make a donation directly to UMW 
and you are done.   Easy as apple pie! 

 

UMW Celebration of Women  
SAVE THE DATE:   

Saturday June 4th, 5:30 pm.   
It’s  been  4  years  since  we  have  had  this 
event, so we are hopeful our ladies and their 
Mother’s, daughters, sisters, granddaughters or 
BFFs are able to attend.   Tickets are on sale at 
the table in the foyer.   

 

REFRESH 
Every Wednesday from 12:00-12:30p.m. in the 
Chapel, Pastor Krista has a Refresh service 
with devotions and communion.  Please come 
join us and enjoy a midweek REFRESH! 

 

Leap of Faith Graduation 
Thursday, May 26th at 6:15 p.m. is our pre-K 
graduation ceremony!  We wish our students 
great success as they move on to big kid 
school. 

Congratulations! 
I would to congratulate Miss Melissa, our Leap 
of  Faith  toddler  teacher,  for  completing  her 
last  college  class  and  earning  her  Director 
qualifications!  Way to go, I am so proud of her! 

Miss Cindy 
 
Congratulations Miss Britney, our Leap of Faith 
toddler teacher, on becoming teacher qualified, 
which   gets   her   that   much   closer   to   her  
associates degree.  I am very proud of her! 

Miss Cindy 
 

Thank You 

Thank you church family for all of the cards, 
texts,  and  emails  remembering  us  on  my 
brother’s passing. It meant a lot to us to know 
that even though we are not there right now, we 
are still supported by your thoughts and prayers. 
It is very much appreciated. 

Carol and Les Leach 
 
We  would  like  to  thank  everyone  for  all  of 
your support during our fundraisers here at Leap 
of  Faith.  With  your  support  we  were  able  to 
purchase some new playground equipment, 
raised flower/vegetable beds, and new books for 
our classrooms. We will be placing all of the new 
items on the playground within the next few 
weeks for all the children to enjoy. 

Thank you, The Staff at Leap of Faith 

 

Sympathy 
Our  sincere  sympathy  goes  to  the  family  of 
David Manuel, who passed away on April 9, 
2022.  David was a member of our church for 48 
years. 
 
Our deepest condolences go to Jerry and Terry 
LaConte and famliy, on the loss of their brother, 
Norman.  He passed away unexpectedly in April. 

 

Theresa Tracy Trot 
Strive to Survive 

If you don’t already know… the Theresa Tracy 
Trot is a fundraiser to fight pancreatic cancer.  
They have regular fund raisers throughout the 
year, lots of food and fun! 
 

Monday, May 23, 5:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Chipotle 

4512 N Sterling Ave, Peoria 
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DATE CORRECTION 

Altar Flowers 

May 1 - Happy 46th Wedding Anniversary! 
 Rich & Kris Gafford 
May 8 - Happy 59th Wedding Anniversary! 
 Malcom & Kathy Staley 
May 15 - Happy 15th Wedding Anniversary! 
 Steve & Pastor Krista Price 
May 22 - In memory of Jack 
 Love, Shirley Diveley & Family 
May 29 - In remembrance of almost 53 years 
           of life, love and family with my wife, Joy. 
           Thank you for those treasured  
           memories.  Love, Jim Vogel 

 

Friends for Mission 
Mission Trip 

Have  you  heard  the  call?   Has  God  laid 
missions on  your  heart  and  you’re  not  sure  
where   to  start?  You  can  join  the  Red  Bird 
Mission trip to Kentucky, June 4-10,  and  help  
families   that   live   in  poverty.  The  cost  is  
$425 per person, plus spending money. If  you 
are interested, please see Jim Vogel.  

 

Worship on the Green 
Save the Date 

Join us September 18, 2022 for Worship on the 
Green.  We have planned music, a special 
speaker, fellowship and a picnic sack lunch.  
Mark your calendars! 

 
 

VBS - July 30, 2022 
VBS this year is a one day, action packed, fun 
filled day.  The theme is Rocky Railway.  
Please invite your kids, grandkids, nieces, 
nephews, friends, kids of friends, everyone you 
can  think  of  that  would  like  to  spend  the 
day  with  Jesus!   Times   TBD   and   more  
information  to  follow  in future Messengers. 

 

Teacher Appreciation 
May 2 - 6, 2022  is teacher appreciation week!  
Our Leap of Faith teachers have been working 
hard with all our children and always improving 
the children’s experience.  Feel free to show 
them appreciation with treats and encouraging 
cards.  

 

Food Pantry 
The  food  pantry  can  still  take  those  white 
freezer grocery bags off your hands!  Also, we 
are always looking for food pantry volunteers.  
If you are available Monday, come see us! 
 

Jaxson Harper’s Blood Drive 
Our annual blood drive to honor Jaxson’s 
memory is Saturday, August 27th this year.  
Please consider planning your blood donations 
so that you are eligible to give on this day.  And if 
you have never given blood before, this would be 
a great day to start! 

 

Keep Up the Good Work Buying  
Those Gift Cards 

 

Although we do not send in an order every week,  
we do keep some common gift cards on hand at 
the church for you to receive immediately. Some 
as low as $10 and others has high as $100. 
These include but not limited to: 
 

Amazon 
Bed, Bath, & Beyond 

Bob Evans 
Cracker Barrel 

CVS 
Dunkin’ 
Kohl’s 
Lowes 

Menards 
Olive Garden/Longhorn Steakhouse 

Panera 
Starbucks 

Steak ‘n Shake 
Subway 

Texas Roadhouse 
Walgreens 
Walmart 

 

Think  about  thank  you  gifts  for  teachers  and 
other school staff and don’t forget about Mother’s 
Day. You can purchase these during office hours 
and  every  Sunday  morning  before  and  after 
Worship Service. If we do not have on hand  
what you want, we would be happy to order them 
for you. 
 

You can also shop online with your computers, 
tablets, and smartphones. Setup an account 
online at shopwithscrip.com or use the 
RaiseRight app. But for us to earn money from 
your orders, you must sign up using our code:  
9UHF1C8DBCUB All online orders will have an 
$8.75 shipping charge to send to you.  You can 
save the shipping charge if you request your or-
der to be included in our bulk order and then 
they will ship to the church. There is a small per-
centage  transaction  charge  with  online orders.  
 

If you have any questions or need assistance, 
please  contact  Jennie  Reeves  at   
309-256-7893. 
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Easter Tulip Dedications 
 
In memory of Loved Ones, From Barb and Dan Son 
 

In memory of Jack and Family, From Shirley Diveley 
 

In loving memory of Mom and Dad, From Juanita Reader 
 

In memory of Family Members, From Stu McKneight 
 

In memory of Larry Avery and Marguerite Sutton, From the Avery and Sutton Families 
 

In memory of Shelba Krus, From Brenda and Jack Ellingsworth 
 

In memory of Loved Ones, From Jean Aldag 
 

In loving memory of Mom and in Honor of Dad, From Janice and Dan Cunningham and Forest Smith 
 

In loving memory of those we have lost, From Barb Bleichner 
 

In loving memory of Betty Hoskins, From the Hoskins Family 
 

In honor of our family, From Susie and Steve Hoskins 
 

In memory of Loved Ones, From Betty Fugitt 
 

In honor of our Children, From Bill and Lynn Heisel 
 

With love to our grandchildren and great granddaughter, From Nana and Papa Heisel 
 

In loving memory of George Sides , From Margaret and Brian Sides and Karen Hayes 
 

In memory of our Mom and Dad . From the Gafford and Eubank Families 
 

In memory of Buford Mooberry, From Joyce Mooberry 
 

In memory of Loved Ones, From Joyce Mooberry 
 

In memory of our Parents, From Pastor Krista and Steve 
 

In memory of Gina, Bud and Chuck Robbins, From Punkie and Patti Staley 
 

In memory of Doris Staley and Leona Cardwell, From Punkie and Patti Staley 
 

In loving memory of Joy Vogel, From Jim, the Vogels, the Webbs and the Schmitts 
 

In honor of Joseph, Lucas and Travis Fields, From Linda Gren 
 

In memory of Chuck Robbins, From the Whitfield Family 
 

In memory of our Parents, Robert and Margaret Lauterbach and Joe and Norma Whitfield,  
From the Whitfield Family 
 

Happy Easter, from Rose Rock 
 

In loving memory of our son, Rusty Underwood, From Jerry and Janet Berkely 
 

In loving memory of Charlie and Tootie Schmitt, From Chuck and Faye Pierman 
 

In loving memory of Jay and Kay Sharp, From the Wetterauer Family 
 

In memory of Grandma Smith, From the Cunningham and Smith Families 
 

Because we love Great Papa, Dean Smith, Love, Lydia, Lanie and Daniel Dean 
 

Because we love Grandma and Papa, Love, Lydia, Lanie and Daniel Dean 
 

In memory of our grandson, Jaxson Harper, and our Parents, From the Gafford Family 
 

In loving memory of Chuck Robbins, From Di Robbins 
 

In memory of loved ones, From Jean Hobbs 
 

In loving memory of my Parents, From Melissa Earle 
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Sunday Worship Services 

• Are  you  unable  to  attend  our  Sunday 
Worship Service in person but would love to 
be able to watch it every week?   

• Did you attend and would like to see it 
again? 

 

Well, both of those things are possible.  Our 
weekly  Worship  Service  is  broadcast  live  to 
our  Facebook  page  and  remains  there  even 
after the Worship Service ends.  The service is 
also available on YouTube and our website via 
the YouTube link.  We even create DVD copies 
of the service if you can’t access it online.  
If you have any questions about how to access 
these various platforms, please contact the 
Church office. 

 
Church Info via Facebook 

If  you  are  a  Facebook  user,  you  might have 
noticed that we have started promoting the 
church  and  some  church-wide  events  on our 
Facebook Page and in our Facebook Group.  
The name of our page and group is the same:  
East Peoria First United Methodist Church.   If   
you   have   not   yet   ‘liked”   our  Facebook 
page, please  do  so  and  “follow”  us  also.   
This   will  assure  that  you  will  be  notified  of  
our  various  posts  and  events.  Also, please 
“share” our posts and events with your  
friends    and    help    promote    the   great  
happenings of our church.  If you  are  not  
yet  a  member  of  our  Facebook group, 
please “join” our group. 
 

Reporting a New Address 
Have   you   moved?    Please   call   the  office 
at  309-699-5417 and  let  us  know  your  new 
address. 

 

Operation Shoeboxes 
May  items  needed  are:  pencils  and  pencil 
sharpeners.  Please put items in the basket in 
the Foyer. 
 

Hearing Assistance Units 
If you have trouble hearing the sermon or any 
other  part  of  the  church  service  or  events in 
the Sanctuary, we have Hearing Assistance 
units  to  help  you.   Please  see  the  sound 
system attendant if you would like to use one.   

 

If you are in the Hospital  
With  privacy  laws,  the  Church  is  often  not 
told about you being hospitalized. We call the 
hospitals  every  morning,   but   even  if  you 
specify    that    we    be   informed   of   your  
hospitalization we often are not told.   Please 
call us or have a relative or friend  notify the 
Church.  We want to know  when  you  are  ill.  
We  want  to  be  praying  for  you  as  you  are 
hospitalized. 
  
Lost and Found Items 

The lost and found is in the office. Stop in and 
pick up your belongings.  We keep lost & found 
items for 3 months and if not claimed, we give 
away through the Food Pantry. 

Gray snap-up sweatshirt (9/2021) 
Sunglasses w/ green ear pieces (10/2021) 

 

The Wired Word 
A  great  study/growth  opportunity  is  the 
Wired Word. This is a self-study that is emailed  
to  you  every  week  (usually on Thursdays) 
addressing  current  issues  from  a  Biblical  
perspective.   Email  the  Church  office  at   
epfumc@comcast.net and you will be added to 
the list. 
 

Friends for Mission Breakfast 
The  Friends  for  Mission  Breakfast  is  on  the 
2nd Sunday of the month, May 8th. Come  have  
a    delicious    breakfast    and    support   this  
important mission outreach. 
 
 

Church Office Hours 
The Church office is open  

Monday through Thursday from  
8:00a.m. - 4:00p.m. and 

Friday from 8:00a.m. - noon. 

Your Church Staff 
 

Rev. Krista Price, Directing Pastor 
(217) 549-4544       

Rev. Randy Shepard, Visiting Pastor    
Ph. (309) 213-4437 

email: epfumc@comcast.net 
 

Terri Bridges, Office Manager   
e-mail: epfumc@comcast.net 

 

Vicki Cox, Choir Director  
 

Ryan Klaus, Pianist/Organist  
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Page for kids  

of all ages 

Wonderful Wormy Facts! 
1. Worms are great for 

gardens, they aerate the 
soil. 

2. Worms can eat up to their 
own body weight every day. 

3. Worms create fertilizer with 
their worm poo and worm 
wee. 

4. If worms dry out, they die. 

5. Worms don’t have eyes, but can sense 
light with the front part of their bodies.   

6. They do not like light so they will try to 
bury deeper into the ground to get away 
from it. 

7. Worms breath through their skin, have 
a brain and 5 hearts. 

8. Worms are cold blooded animals. 
9. Most worms are pink, however, in the 

Philippines there is a species of 
earthworm that is bright blue, and along 
the British and Irish coast you can find 
green ones! 

10. The Giant Gippsland Worm is one of 
the longest worm species in the world,  
It can grow up to 3 meters long and 
measure 2 cm in diameter. 
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May Birthdays 
May 1  Roberta Frey 
May 2  Ben Cruz 
May 2  Jeanne Roger 
May 4  Linda Gren 
May 4  Dan Son 
May 5  Orin Naramore 
May 7  Nancy Cheatham 
May 7  Steve Wetterauer 
May 12 Scott Allison 
May 12 Margaret Sides 
May 15 Heather Cassady 
May 15 Jeanine Franks  93 
May 16 Jean Hobbs 
May 16 Jacob Powers 
May 16 Katie Renken 
May 19 Julia Behrends 
May 19 Doug Ogle 
May 22 Victoria Hinkle 
May 22 Julie Jamison 
May 25 Layne Cunningham 
May 25 Hayley Powers 
May 25 Ryan Webb 
May 28 Di Robbins 
May 31 Hazel Blackmore 
May 31 Noah Bond 

 
Great people like you  

deserve all the best blessings  
in this world.   

May God shine light upon  
the roads of your life always! 

Have a blessed and amazing birthday! 
Happiest of Happy Birthdays to you!! 

 
 
 

Happy Mother’s Day 
To all of our 90+ ladies! 

90:   Jean Derry, Marie Meyer,  
Jeanne Witherell 
91:  Neva Sharp 

92:  Jeanine Franks, Jean Paulos 
93:  Mary Daniel, Marge Wakemen 
94:  Ernestine Dellaca, Katy Gnehm 

97:  Betty Kerr, Anne Martin 

 
 

 

     In Our  
Prayers 

 
 
 

               
              In the Hospital in the Past Month 

 
 

Fighting Cancer 
 Halle Bloom,  Julie Jenkins,   

Pam Riley, Mark Gill,   
Sherry Throckmorton,  Mary Mallory,  

 Lynne Barker, Ian Wallace, Brian Engles,  
Rob Calder II, Katie Bishop, Sandy Crawford,  
Larry Purfield, Joette Blakesley, Gary Fargher, 

Norman Clark (asbestosis),  
Pat Gales, Merry Eccles,  

Mike Williams (Becky Emerson’s nephew),  
Nancy Brooks  

 
 

Needing Prayer  
Please pray for victory over COVID-19,  

our dear Church family who are struggling,  
and all who are unemployed, shut-in, those  
who are struggling with flu/colds, those who  

are grieving, all governmental leaders,  
those who are serving in our military,  

the youth and all caregivers. 
 

Prolonged Illness / Challenges 
Steve Darrah, Nancy Riddle,  

Betty Rabold, Margaret Johnston,  
Rev. Stan Haxton,   

Bonnie Lourash, Punkie Staley,   
Margaret Sides, Gail Morger, Beth Ball,  
Jim Spicher, Fred Darrah, Steve Smith 

 
Long Term Care / Assisted Living 

 Mary Daniel, Jeanine Franks,  
Katy Gnehm, Marge Wakeman,  

Julie Story 
 

Military Service Members 
Joe Rizzo (Air National Guard),  

Brad Wheeler (Air Force), 
Ryan Webb (Army),  

Jared Koch (Air Force) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiuw_icqfTcAhVs64MKHfV4BZwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetdrawings.com%2Fwoman-praying-hands-silhouette&psig=AOvVaw1uus1_H8FWo61hTnWM9oWi&ust=1534602576410972
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Our Church in Pictures 

Let the Hot  

Air Blow 

Celebration 

Children’s 

Moment  w/ 

Steve Price 

Easter  

Sunday 

Kid’s Club Celebration @ Elevate Trampoline Park 



 

 

Worship  Schedule 
 
 

9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
 

12:00 p.m. Wednesday REFRESH 

 
 
 
 

First United Methodist Church 
154 E. Washington St. 
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