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♥ Loving God  ♥ Loving Others  ♥ Living Our Faith 

 

John 3:16 
 

“For God so loved the 
world, He gave His Only 
Son, that whoever believes  
in Him should not perish,  

but have eternal life.” 
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Pastor’s Chat February 2023 

  
 Luke 2:7 – “There was no room for Jesus in the Inn.” Our theme for 2023 is 
Making Room for Jesus!   
 

What does February mean to you? Short month; Heart month; Valentines; 
President’s month; Black History month? What about the special days such as 
national dark chocolate day; national sibling day; national tortellini day; national 
be kind day.  

 
Doesn’t this seem like overkill with having a special day, every day for 

something random? I grew up in a family of 9. My parents birthdays were both 
in September, two of my siblings in May, then we have 1 in December, 1 in 
January, 1 in August and 1 in October. So, I always thought February was great 
since my birthday is on George Washington’s birthday, February 22nd.  This year, 
my birthday falls on Ash Wednesday! It’s not a national day that many care 
about but it is the day that marks Jesus’ time in the dessert with Satan. It marks 
the battle Jesus went to for us before he gave us eternity with Him! I am excited 
my birthday falls this year as we celebrate Jesus fighting for each of us!  

 
Will you plan to celebrate with me?  Come join me in the chapel on February 

22nd, Ash Wednesday, to receive Ashes, Communion, and Prayer! I will be in the 
chapel from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

 
I will be waiting, but more importantly Jesus will be with me waiting for 

you to come spend time with Him!! I can’t wait to celebrate God’s goodness 
with you all!  

 
With you on the Way! Pastor Krista 
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Happy Valentines Day! 
Please share your wedding photos, along with 
your  wedding  date!  We  will  display  these 
photos on February 12th. 
You can email the photos to Ashleigh Lane at 
staley.ashleigh@gmail.com or drop off at the 
church office.  
 

Friends for Mission Breakfast 
The  Friends  for  Mission  Breakfast  is  on  
the 2nd Sunday of the month, February 12th. 
Come  have  a    delicious    breakfast    and    
support   this  important mission outreach. 

 

Pinewood Derby 
On Saturday, February 11th the Boy Scouts 
Pinewood Derby will be in Ehrett Hall from 
8:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
 

Leap of Faith Art Show 
Friday, February 24th is the Pre-K Art Show.  
This will be set up in the Leap of Faith Hallway, 
all the way to the coat room.   

 
 

Worship - Important Dates & Info 
Mark   your   calendars   for   these   important 
upcoming dates: 
 

February 22
nd

 Ash Wednesday Pastor Krista 
will be in the Chapel from 6am – 6pm offering 
prayer, ashes, & communion. 
 

March (dates to be announced) Easter Tulip 
sale 
 

April 2
nd

 Palm Sunday 
 

April 6
th

 Maundy Thursday Service (watch for 
more  details  coming  soon)  This  will  be  a 
combined service with Zion Evangelical UMC 
held here. 
 

April 7
th

 Good Friday Service This will be a 
combined service with Zion Evangelical UMC 
held at Zion. 
 

April 8
th

 9:00 a.m. Service 
       and 
               6:30 a.m. Easter Sunday Sonrise 
                  This service will be led by the 
                  Youth. Following the service enjoy 
                   breakfast from the Friends for  
                   Mission (freewill offering  
                   appreciated).  

Altar Flower Dedications 
Feb 5 - In memory of Ryan and Trevor Reeves 
 Love, Jennie, Caitlin & Travis 
Feb 12 - Happy Birthday Krista! 
 Love you, Steve 
Feb 19 - In memory of Jennifer’s parents,  
 Don and Dot Heppe 
 Love, Mark & Jennifer Hill 
Feb 26 - Celebrating 46 wonderful years of  
 marriage! 
 Terry & Steve Smith 

 

Committee Meetings 
Finance Committee - February 14th 
   @ 2:00 pm on Zoom 
 

UMWomen 
Ruth Fellowship - February 22nd @ 1:00 pm 
  Bev Avery, Hostess 
  Betty Fugitt, Program 
   Pledge Service 
 

The Theresa Tracy Trot 
The Theresa Tracy Strive to Survive raised over 
$132,000  this  year  to  help  fight  pancreatic 
cancer.  We donated: 
 

 $44,056 to Illinois Cancer Care  
 Foundation 
 

 $44,056 to the University of Illinois 
 College of Medicine - Peoria 
 Dr. Christopher Gandi 
 

 $44,056 to Unity Point Health 
 Central Illinois Foundation 
 

Thanks to everyone who has participated in our 
events, volunteered or donated. 

Love, Orin & Kathy & All the TROT family! 

 

Theresa Tracy Trot Fundraiser 
Come  to  Elevate  Trampoline  Park,  in  Peoria 
or  East  Peoria,  on  Saturday,  February  11th 
between 10:00 am - 3:00 pm.  20% of all jump 
sales will go toward this fundraiser.  Make sure 
you grab a flyer from our foyer and present it to 
Elevate on the day of the fundraiser to ensure 
the donation is credited.   
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Lenten Bible Study 
“He Chose Nails” by Max Lucado 

Thursdays for 5 weeks 
March 1st - 31st 

2 class times: 10:30 a.m. or 6:30 p.m. 
 

Please sign up on the sheet in the foyer.   
Specify if you will attend the morning or 

evening class. 
Let us know if we should order you a book? 
The study guide is strongly suggested also. 

 

 
 

Puppets for Jesus 
Puppets for Jesus is celebrating their 25

th
 

year. Watch for articles with facts about 
Puppets for Jesus. Did you know Puppets for 
Jesus started in August 1998? We are 
planning a celebration in August. More 
information will be in the upcoming 
Messengers. 

 

 

Gift Cards 
 

Help us raise money!  
In the 15 months since we have started 
selling gift cards, we have raised 
approximately $1500. The Christmas seasons 
were our most profitable times but we need to 
boost our sales throughout the other months 
of the year. Gift cards are not just for gifts. 
You can use them for your everyday 
spending; groceries, gas, clothing, eating out, 
and so much more. You can even use them 
for hotels, airlines, cruises, movie theaters, 
etc. There are over 1,000 retailers to choose 
from with various dollar values as low as $10 
and as high as $500 but varies by retailer. We 
keep several common gift cards on hand for 
you to purchase on Sunday mornings or in 
the church office during office hours. If you 
have any questions or need assistance, 
please contact:  

Jennie Reeves at 309-256-7893. 

I Believe… 
Have you ever questioned if God loves you? Have 
you wondered if it’s true? When trials mount, 
discouragement hits, a full schedule overwhelms, 
or when you simply don’t feel loved, it’s good to 
turn to the Bible—God’s truth—to help remember 
God loves you.  
 

God’s Love Through the Creation of Man  
But creation reminds us of God’s love, our 
reflection included. We are made in His likeness 
and image with blessing and fruitfulness in mind. 
God notes in Genesis 1:31 that all he made is very 
good. If we dig further in the Bible, we see in 1 
John 4:8 that God is love. We are connected due 
to creation. We are loved by the very One whose 
made us by hand. 
“Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. 
Have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the 
birds of the sky, and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth.” Genesis 1:27-28 
 

God’s Love in David’s Psalm 
It’s amazing when we think of the population of 
earth and how God sees each of us. Billions of 
people travel from place to place, each containing 
a story written before their feet were formed, each 
a body on which God’s eyes land. Our Father 
loves enough to write an original story for each of 
us. That’s love. 
Your eyes saw my body. In your book they were 
all written, the days that were ordained for me, 
when as yet there were none of them. PS 139:16  
 

The Story of God’s Love Through 
Jeremiah’s Word 
Our God desired to save His people back 
then just as He does today. And although the 
text centers on a story about the Israelites, 
the words are a reminder of God ’s love for 
you and me as well. He knows the thoughts 
He thinks toward us. 
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
says Yahweh, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, 
to give you hope and a future. Jer. 29:11  
 
God’s Love Through Jesus As He Washed 
the Disciples’ Feet 
As Jesus washes the disciples’ feet, he assures 
them that he loves “his own” to the end. That’s 
faithfulness you and I can lean on today. Our God 
loves, and He loves us to the end.  
Now before the feast of the Passover, Jesus, 
knowing that his time had come that he would 
depart from this world to the Father, having loved 
his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end. John 13:1  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ge+1:31
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+4:8
https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/god-is-love-5-implications-of-this-amazing-attribute-of-god.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ge+1:27-28
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2022 Finance Report to the Congregation 
 

In 2020 there was a new State of Illinois Fire Department Inspector who ceased to honor the 

grandfathering of doors which did not meet current fire door standards.  This meant that many of the 

EPFUMC doors were not up to current fire door standards and needed to be replaced in order for 

the Day Care to be licensed.  A Fire Door Fund was created, and the Trustees began to replace the 

doors on the first floor and lower level used by the Day Care.  The initial estimate for the project was 

very high and the Trustees did great work to keep the cost  to $29,499.97 and have the State Fire 

Inspector approve the final installation.  There is $16,843.84 left in the door fund to be distributed or 

reallocated.   

 

In addition to the successful completion and funding of the fire doors, the HVAC Fund continues to 

grow and we finished the year at $908,272.83.  While the amount of the HVAC Fund is impressive, 

the estimate to complete the change when it happens varies from $1.2 to 1.5 million. 

 

We have two flat roofs, the roof over the education building which has leaked and been repaired 

several times and needs to be replaced.  The roof over the addition with the elevator is also flat and 

is aging.  The estimates for replacing both flat roofs looks to be about $113,000.  We are fortunate 

to have received a $100,000 donation in 2022 to be used for repair that can be committed to a roof 

fund which will cover much of the roof replacement cost and the rest of the money for the project 

needs to be identified.  Trustees are also looking into solar power for future savings on utilities.   

 

The largest challenge we are facing is the increased cost of about everything and the short fall 

between General Fund donations and the expenditures at the end of 2022.  We went into the 2022 

year with about $164,000 in the general fund reserve and we are entering 2023 with only 

$88,021.59.  The short fall in General Fund Donations compared to expenses in 2022 was 

$78,461.70 which leaves EPFUMC with only about $88,000 in the reserve for the general fund.  We 

are going to have to increase our giving to the General Fund and save wherever we can in 2023. 

 

We pray that you will seriously consider your church in your current and future giving!  We have 

been blessed with generous gifts left to the church to help with building needs, such as the roof.  

Our mission to reach others for Jesus Christ is why we exist and are excited about what God is 

doing in our midst and our future.  Please be a part of what God is already doing and will do here at 

East Peoria First United Methodist Church. 

 

If you have any questions regarding the finances of the Church, please don’t hesitate to reach out to 

me,  Pastor Krista or anyone on the finance team! 

 

Jean Aldag 

Chair, Finance Committee 
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Thank you to all who gave me the beautiful 
Christmas cards and the candy and treats that 
were enclosed in my gift bag.  Also, my thanks 
for all those who mailed the Christmas cards 
and birthday cards.  I really appreciated and 
loved every one I received.  Thank you very 
much.   Hope  everyone  had  a  very  Merry 
Christmas and are having a Happy New Year! 

Blessings to All. 
May God be with you always. 

Sincerely, Marijean Bishel 
 

Thank you all for the generous gifts I received 
for Christmas.  I greatly appreciate you all!  I 
feel very blessed  with this Church family! 

Pastor Krista Price 

 

Sympathy 
Our sincerest sympathies go to the family and 
friends of Jerry LaConte.  Jerry passed into the 
arms of Jesus on December 23, 2022. 

 
 

Choir Fundraiser 
The Choir would like to repeat the fundraiser 
from  last  year  because  it  went  so  well.  
From now through  March  31st,  for  every  
$1000   collected   Pastor   will   sing   a  solo.  
Anything you give will be put towards the final 
tally.  We hope to exceed the $17,000 that we 
collected   last   year.    And   YES,   there   will  
be  a  celebratory  meal  at  the  end  of  the 
fundraiser. 

Thank you so much!  The Choir 

 
 

Kid’s Club 
Kid’s Club is happening!  Every Wednesday, 
starting at 5:30 p.m. we invite all pre-K - 5th 
graders to join us for an evening of food, fun 
and Jesus.  Invite all the young people you 
know! 

 
 
 

Temp Address: 
Vi Smith 

Washington Senior Living 
1110 Newcastle Rd, Rm 110 

Washington, IL 61571 

 

Thank You 

I am blessed to have a caring church.  Thank 
you  for  the  Christmas  cards,  they  lifted   my  
spirits.   Happy Holidays to Everyone!                       
            Don Clemenson 
 

A huge thank you to Vicki, Lynn, the Choir and 
Ryan for the beautiful Cantata.  This old church 
still  has  it—don’t  let  it  slip  away,  as so many 
traditions have. And also, thank you  to our won-
derful congregation for the bags of cards and 
goodies.  You are all special! God bless you all!                        
         Jean Derry 
 

Peace, love and joy is what I felt when the Choir 
and friends came to sing and deliver a bag full of 
notes and goodies.  Thank you all for sharing 
your love. 
                                                         Maribel Blair 
 

We would like to thank the carolers who came 
on a cold winter night to sing for us. We love you 
all! 
                                              Don & Marie Meyer 
 

Thank  you,  Church  Family,  for  the  many 
blessings of gifts I received this past Christmas.  
You are always so thoughtful! 
                                    Terri Bridges 
 

Thank you for all the Christmas cards & gifts. I 
am so blessed. Happy New Year!  
                Juanita  
 

Thank you Church Family for the many calls, 
cards, prayers, messages, hugs, & kind words 
during this sad time. Jerry loved his church & all 
of you.  
               Juanita  
 

What an unexpected surprise to see the FUMC 
Carolers at our front door.  Thank you all for the 
wonderful treat! And also thank  you for the 
many Christmas cards and goodies!  We are so 
very blessed to have each of you in our lives! 

Rob & Nancy Snoke 
 

Thank you to my wonderful Church Family for  
the many Christmas cards and gifts. I am truly 
blessed  to  be  a  part  of  such  a  wonderful 
and loving group of people. I hope all of you 
have a fabulous 2023 and God bless everyone! 

Jennie Reeves 
 

I would like to thank you all for the Christmas 
cards   and   goodies!   It   is   so   nice   to   be  
remembered! 

Sincerely, Gail Morger 
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Operation Shoebox 
Our Operation Christmas Child will look a little 
different this year.  Instead of collecting 
throughout the year, all collections will be at 
the end of the year.  We have the shoeboxes 
that will be given with a list of items.  You can 
go shopping and pack your own present!  The 
boxes will feel more personal to the recipient 
as you can pack them for a girl or boy.  You 
could even add a little note to express God’s 
love for them! 

 

Sunday Worship Services 
Are  you   unable   to   attend   our   Sunday 
Worship Service in person but would love to be 
able to watch it every week?  Did you attend 
and would like to see it again? 
 

Our weekly  Worship  Service  is  broadcast  
live  to our  Facebook  page  and  remains  
there  even  after  the  Worship  Service  ends.  
The service is also available on YouTube and 
our website.  We even create DVD copies of 
the service if you can’t access it online.  
If you have any questions about how to access 
these various platforms, please contact the 
Church office. 

 

Church Info via Facebook 
We are promoting the church  and  some  
church-wide  events  on our Facebook Page 
and in our Facebook Group.  The name of our 
page and group is the same:  East Peoria First 
United Methodist Church.   If   you   have   not   
yet   ‘liked”   our  Facebook page, please  do  
so  and  “follow”  us  also.   This   will  assure  
that  you  will  be  notified  of  our  various  
posts  and  events.  Also, please “share” our 
posts and events with your  friends    and    
help    promote    the   great  happenings of 
our church.  If you  are  not  yet  a  member  
of  our  Facebook group, please “join” our 
group. 
 

Reporting a New Address 
Have   you   moved?    Please   call   the  office 
at  309-699-5417 and  let  us  know  your  new 
address. 

Joys & Concerns 
If you have a Joy or Concern that you would 
like read during a Worship service.  Please let 
the office  know  by  the  Wednesday  before  
the Sunday service.  We will still pass the 
green  cards  on  Sunday,  but  if  we  get  the 
information  before  hand  it  will  help  to  stay 
organized. 

Small Adult Group Bible Studies 
Jennie Reeves  

Women of the Bible 
2nd & 4th Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. 
February will be 2nd & 3rd Thursday 

Ron Edwards 
 “Where Is God When It Hurts?” 
 Book of Job and Luke 13  
 Sunday mornings at 8:00 a.m. 
 

Join in anytime to either class! 
  

The Wired Word 
A  great  study/growth  opportunity  is  the Wired 
Word.   This   is   a   self-study   that   is  emailed   
to   you   every   week   (usually on Thursdays) 
addressing   current   issues   from   a Biblical  
perspective.   Email   the  Church   office    at  
Office@epfumc.org and you will be added to the 
list. 
 

If you are in the Hospital  
We call the hospitals  every  morning,  but   even  
if  you  specify   that   we  be  informed  of  your  
hospitalization are not always told.   Please call 
us or have a relative or friend  notify the Church.  
We want to know  when  you  are  ill.  We  want  
to be praying for you as you are hospitalized. 
  
Lost and Found Items 

The lost and found is in the office. Stop in and 
pick up your belongings.  We keep lost & found 
items for 3 months and if not claimed, we give 
away through the Food Pantry. 

Flower dangle earrings 
Gold horseshoe necklace 

Gray sweatshirt with snaps 
Silver rim prescription glasses 

Brown rim reading glasses 
Diamond stud earring 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday from  

9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. and 
Friday from 9:30 a.m. - noon. 

Your Church Staff 
 

Rev. Krista Price, Directing Pastor 
(217) 549-4544       

 

Terri Bridges, Office Manager   
e-mail: office@epfumc.org 

 

Vicki Cox, Choir Director  
 

Ryan Klaus, Pianist/Organist  
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Page for kids  

of all ages 
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February Birthdays 
Feb 4  Bonnie Lourash 
Feb 6  Joann Hibser 
Feb 8  Tom Cruz 
Feb 9  Randy Leu 
Feb 10  Jerry Halverson 
Feb 10  Garrett Son 
Feb 11  Brittany Harlow 
Feb 13  Roger Hoffman 
Feb 14  Dave Harlow 
Feb 16  Les Leach 
Feb 18  Cindy Waremburg 
Feb 20  Bob Carlson 
Feb 21  Reid Johnson 
Feb 22  Rev. Krista Price 
Feb 22  Randy Mooberry 
Feb 24  JR Vogel 
Feb 25  Terry Newlan 
Feb 26  Faye Pierman 
Feb 27  Bud Elward 
Feb 27  Dennis Estabrook 
Feb 27  Tyler Hoskins 
Feb 28  Timothy Bond 

 
 

GOD 

Bless You 

on your Birthday! 
 

With deep appreciation 
and a very special prayer 

that God may bless you always 
and keep you in His Care! 

Happy Birthday! 
 
 

     In Our  
     Prayers 

 
           In the Hospital in  

          the Past Month 
Vi Smith, Vicki Cox 

 
Fighting Cancer 

 Halle Bloom,  Julie Jenkins,   
Pam Riley, Mark Gill,   

Sherry Throckmorton,  Mary Mallory,  
 Lynne Barker, Brian Engles,  
Rob Calder II, Katie Bishop,  

Sandy Crawford, Larry Purfield,  
Joette Blakesley, Gary Fargher, 

Norman Clark (asbestosis), Merry Eccles,  
Nancy Brooks, Debbie,  

Len Brockman,  Vicki Cox 
 
 

Needing Prayer  
Please pray for victory over COVID-19,  

our dear Church family who are struggling,  
the lonely, all who are unemployed,  

shut-in, those who are struggling with  
flu/colds, those who are grieving, all  

governmental leaders,  
those who are serving in our military,  

the youth and all caregivers. 
 

Prolonged Illness / Challenges 
Steve Darrah, Nancy Riddle,  

Betty Rabold, Margaret Johnston,  
Rev. Stan Haxton,  Bonnie Lourash,   

Margaret Sides, Gail Morger, Beth Ball,  
Jim Spicher, Fred Darrah, Steve Smith, 

Byran Gullett, Ralph Linder, 
Butch Hackett, Marie Richie, 

Steve Wetterauer 
 

Long Term Care / Assisted Living 
 Mary Daniel, Jeanine Franks,  

Katy Gnehm, Marge Wakeman,  
Julie Story 

 
Military Service Members 

Joe Rizzo (Air National Guard),  
Brad Wheeler (Air Force), 

Ryan Webb (Army),  
Jared Koch (Air Force), 

Nate Hill (Air National Guard) 

Is this your birth month? 
If you have a birthday this month, and your 
name  is  missing  from  our  list,  we  do  not 
have  your  birthdate  in  our  database.   
Please  provide  the office with your 
birthdate; month, day and year.  We want to 
celebrate you! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiuw_icqfTcAhVs64MKHfV4BZwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetdrawings.com%2Fwoman-praying-hands-silhouette&psig=AOvVaw1uus1_H8FWo61hTnWM9oWi&ust=1534602576410972
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Betty is requesting no gifts please.  
Your attendance will be my gift. 
RSVP: text or call 309-472-2809 

 New Year’s Eve at the  
Peoria Rescue Mission 

 
We are so thankful, for our New 
Year's turn out.  There were 11 
volunteers and we served 70 

men.  We also took the left overs  
to the homeless living on the  

streets and in tents. 



 

 

Worship Schedule & Bible Study 
 
 

9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
 

12:00 p.m. Wednesday REFRESH 
 

Bible Study Classes throughout the week. 

 
 
 
 

First United Methodist Church 
154 E. Washington St. 
East Peoria, IL 61611-2529 
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