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CƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜ ƛŦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƻũŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƻǊ ŘƛŘ ƘŀǊƳ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ Lǘ 
ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘǳǊǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ 
ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿŜƛƎƘƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƻƴ ƳŜΦ  L ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ 

Ƴȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘŜŀǊǜŜƭǘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΦ  L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳƻǾŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ   

 
tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ /Ƙŀǘ 
September 2024 

 
Theme for 2024: ȶLooking Back, Moving Forward!ȷ Isaiah 43: 18- 19. ȶForget  
the former things; do not dwell on the past. See I am doing a new thing!ȷ 
 
 Happy fall!  The month of September seems to be a ramp up month for 
back to school and back to church. September for me reminds me of my mom 
more than Motherȴs Day. My momȴs birthday was September 7th, and she was 
born in 1926. She would have been 98 if she was still alive today. I miss my 
times with her, but I also miss her ministry to me. You see my mom, at 3 of my 
churches, would ask for their directory. Then when I would talk to her and say  
I visited so and so in the hospital or it was the Hendrixȴs anniversary or Lindaȴs 
birthday, she would have sent a card with a little note in the card for whoever  
I mentioned. She was amazing!  
 
 I love that she was fully invested in the ministry God called me to and  
the people I was caring for in each church. I am sad that you never had the 
opportunity to meet her and get to know her!  
 
 She and my dad were married for 54 years.  My mom lived 15 more years 
after my dad passed! Itȴs hard to believe she has been gone for 9 years! My  
mom loved people, loved to read and sing, she loved games and crossword 
puzzles, making Afghans and quilts and other handmade gifts, and she loved 
family! She lived through the depression as the 6th child of 12. Her father was  
a railroad worker, and her mom was a homemaker! She was the most loving  
of all her family members as they were from the German heritage!  
 
 My mom raised 8 children, with one dying at about 6 months, one that 
had spina Biɢda, and the other 6 of us at times were a handful! She allowed 
each of us to have different personalities and raised us to be independent!  
I could go on and on, but I think why I am so reɣective is because of our recent 
losses of wonderful saints of the church. Can we reɣect on the life of the 
person in a way that was more about who they were inside and out than 
maybe what we remember? Can we look at our friends and family and say I 
appreciate this and that? Can we say I wish you had met so and so and knew 
my spouse, mother, father or whoever that may have passed on? Can we listen, 
share, and enjoy those who are in our midst for the time we have them? 
 
 I pray I listen to you, you share with me, and that you will allow me to 
pray with and for you and your heart! Letȴs encourage each other in a way  
that honors God! Lift up and pray for those people in your life who are a 
blessing, give God thanks for those who were a blessing and aim to be a 
blessing to others in their walk with Jesus in this life! We are better together!   
    

With you on the Way!    
Pastor Krista 
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Putting Out Pancreatic Cancer 
Saturday, Sept. 14th at Sunset Hills  

Country Club in Pekin. 
8:00 am shotgun start 

100% of money raised will fund clinical trials  
at U of I College of Medicine Peoria and  

IL Cancer Care Foundation. 

 
 

Friends for Mission Breakfast 
2 TIMES A MONTH! 

Food, Fun and Fellowship Friends For Mission 
would like to invite you to a ñlighter breakfastò 
to be served on the Fourth Sunday of each 
month beginning October 27th.  
On the Second Sunday, FFM would serve the 
regular breakfast spread. However, on the 
Fourth  Sunday,  a  lighter  faire  of  donuts, 
biscuits and gravy, coffee, juice, milk and fruit 
would be available. If this is well received, then 
we  will  continue  on  the  Fourth Sunday and 
rotate some of the breakfast items to include 
the breakfast bowl and eggs to order.  
The  Hoskins  and  Friends  For  Mission  truly 
appreciate your continued love and support. 
FFM  looks  forward  to  providing  you  with 
another Sunday of Food, Fun and Fellowship.  
 

 
Small Adult Group Bible Study 

Women of the Bible 
2nd & 4th Thursdays at 2:00 pm 
Men & Women are welcome! 
Sept 26th only this month! 

 
 

 

Do you enjoy the outdoors?  
Great Music? Family, Friends &  
the sounds of the birds singing? 

I  have  the  place  for  you.  Save  this  date  
and time Sunday September 22

nd
 10:30am.  

Bring family, friends, neighbors and your lawn 
chair to our Worship Outside. Come enjoy the 
music, talk with church family, friends, enjoy 
Godôs beautiful outdoors. After our service stay 
for the community picnic, continue your visiting 
with your church family and friends.    

SEE YOU THERE!! 

 
 

Holy Moments by Matthew Kelly  

Book Study 

Most people have received their books. If you 
need  a  book  to  join  us  for  this  study,  please 
purchase one before class begins. 

Dates: 
Wednesday mornings @ 10:30am 

Sept 4, 11,18 and 25. 
or 

Thursday evenings @ 6:00pm 
Sept 5, 12, 19 and 26 

 
Committee Meetings 

Sept 3 - Staff Parish Relations Meeting 
  @ 6:00pm in B1 
Sept 12 - Trustee Meeting 
  @ 6:00pm in B1 
Sept 17 - Finance Meeting 
  @ 6:00pm in B1 
Sept 24 - Ad Council Meeting 
  @ 6:00pm in B1 

 
>k^§ ~p 4^s®r 

Friday, September 6th LOF is hosting  
a Grandparents day. 

Friday, September 27th LOF is hosting  
a Parents Night Out. 

 
 

2024 Charge Conference 
We have the honor of hosting our districts 
Charge  Conference  this  year.  It  will  be  on 
Sunday, November 3rd from 3:30 - 4:30 pm. 
There are 22 area Churches invited so we are 
expecting a full house!   
 
 

UWF Schedule 
Sept 15  - UWF Sunday 
Sept 24 - General Meeting / Fall Gathering 
 5:30 pm in Ehrett Hall 
Men are invited to join and Puppets for Jesus will be 
sharing a Worship Experience. 
 

 

Menôs Prayer Breakfast 
The  Men's  Prayer  Breakfast  meets  on  the 2nd  
Saturday of every month. (Sept 14th) at 8:00 am at  
the 520 Caf® located at 520 Bloomington Road in 
East Peoria. Please let Chuck Pierman know if you 
will be attending and he will reserve a seat for you. 
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The Bible Story of Shadrach,  
Meshach, and Abednego 

The   story   of   Shadrach,   Meshach,   and 
Abednego is found in the Book of Daniel, 
Chapter 3. These three young men, originally 
named Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, were 
Hebrew  captives  in  Babylon  under  King 
Nebuchadnezzar. The king erected a massive 
golden statue and decreed that all must bow 
down and worship it whenever they heard the 
sound  of  musical  instruments.  Anyone  who 
disobeyed  would  be  thrown  into  a  blazing 
furnace (Daniel 3:4-6). 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to 
worship the statue, declaring their loyalty to 
God. They told the king, "If we are thrown into 
the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able 
to deliver us from it... But even if he does not, 
we want you to know, O king, that we will not 
serve your gods or worship the image of gold 
you have set up" (Daniel 3:17-18). 
Enraged, Nebuchadnezzar ordered the furnace 
to be heated seven times hotter than usual and 
had the three men bound and thrown into the 
fire. The heat was so intense that it killed the 
soldiers who threw them in (Daniel 3:19-22). 
However, as the king looked into the furnace, 
he saw four men walking unharmed in the 
flames, the fourth appearing like "a son of the 
gods" (Daniel 3:25). 
Amazed,  Nebuchadnezzar  called  them  out  
of  the  furnace.  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and 
Abednego emerged unscathed, with no smell 
of fire on them. This miraculous event led the 
king  to  praise  their  God  and  decree  that 
anyone  who  spoke  against  the  God  of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego would be 
punished. He recognized that no other god 
could save in such a manner (Daniel 3:26-29). 
This story exemplifies unwavering faith and 
God's  power  to  deliver  His  followers  from 
persecution. 

Conclusion 
The  story  of  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  
Abednego  is  more  than  an  ancient  tale;  it 
is  a  beacon  of  faith,  courage,  and  divine 
deliverance. Their legacy encourages believers 
to  hold  firm  in  their  faith,  trust  in  God's 
presence during trials, and stand as witnesses 
to His power. This narrative continues inspiring 
and  guiding  individuals  facing  their  "fiery  
furnaces" today. 

 
 

"z®^ª 4z~µkª -kisg^®s~|« 
Sept 1 - Happy Heavenly Birthday, Punkie! 
 Love, Patti and Family 
Sept 8 - Happy Heavenly Birthday, Betty 
 Hoskins! Love, Steve, Susie and Family 
Sept 15 - In memory of Howard & Johnnie  
          Childers, Nellie & Pete.  Love, Lucy Roese 
Sept 15 - Celebrating 32 wonderful years of  
 marriage! Dan & Barb Son 
Sept 29 - Happy Heavenly 98th Birthday,  
 Rae Marie Smith. Love, Your Family 

 

Trunk or Treat! 
The Trunk or Treat will be Sunday, October 
27th from 2:00 - 4:00pm. We are planning 
this in Ehrett Hall so the weather will not 
be a factor. If you would like to set up a  
ñtrunkò please let the Office know.   We are 
asking for candy donations, please.  We 
had a huge turn out last year! 
 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳ 

Thank you so much for everything everyone in 
the Church did while mom (Judy Preston) was 
still here and after she passed.  The Service was 
so good.  Thank you for sending the DVD of the 
service as well!  That was so unexpected, Iôm so 
grateful!                God Bless you all, Lisa Burrell 

 

Operation Christmas Child  
Even though the shoeboxes wonôt be handed  
out until late September, it is not too early to 
start shopping for items you would like to put in 
your box. You can buy for a girl or boy, and the 
ages  are as follows:  2-4 year old, 5-9 year old 
or 10-14 year old. For gift suggestions go to 
  SAMARITANSPURSE.ORG/OCC.  
If you have any questions, please contact Ginny  
Halverson  at 309-256-5018.  

 

New Address  
Ralph Linder 

500 Centennial Dr  Apt. 136 
East Peoria IL 61611 

 

Austin Aldag 
2120 Fondulac Drive 
East Peoria IL 61611 

 

hƏřũħŴŉǹ 
Our sincerest condolences to the family and 
friends of Shirley Diveley.  Our dear friend 
passed away on July 30, 2024 and will be sorely 
missed. 
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Sunday Worship Services 
Are  you   unable   to   attend   our   Sunday 
Worship Service in person but would love to be 
able to watch it every week?  Did you attend 
and would like to see it again? 
 

Our weekly  Worship  Service  is  broadcast  
live  to our  Facebook  page  and  remains  
there  even  after  the  Worship  Service  ends.  
The service is also available on YouTube and 
our website.   If you have any questions about 
how to access these various platforms, please 
contact the Church office. 

 
 

Church Info via Facebook 
We  are  promoting  the  church  and  various 
activities  on  our  Facebook  Page  and  in  our 
Facebook Group.  The name of our page and 
group is the same:  East Peoria First United 
Methodist Church. Our Facebook page is for 
any Facebook user to see. Please ôLikeô and 
óFollowô  our  page  and  ask  your  FB  friends 
to ôLikeô and óFollowô  it  also. Our Facebook   
Group   is  supposed  to  be  for  those  that 
regularly come to church, help regularly, or 
have been a part of  the church  in  the  past.  If  
you  are  not  a member of our group yet, 
please ask to join via Facebook.  Liking  and  
following  our  page  and being a member of 
our   group  will  assure   that   you    will    be   
notified   of   our   various   posts.  Also, 
please share our Facebook Page posts and 
events with your  friends and help  promote    
the   great  happenings of our  church.   
Members of our FB group cannot share the 
group posts since it is a private group. 
 
 

 

Hearing Assistance Units 
If you have trouble hearing the sermon or any 
other event in the Sanctuary, we have Hearing 
Assistance units  to  help  you.   Please  see  
the  sound system attendant if you would like 
to use one.   

 

Giving Made Easy 
Did  you  know  you  can  setup  your  giving  to 
be an  automatic  withdrawal,  either monthly or 
semi-monthly?  Withdrawals occur on the 3rd 
and/or the 17th each month.  Sign-up is easy! 
Stop  by  the  church  office  and  ask  for  an 
Electronic Giving form. 

 
 

The Wired Word 
A  great  study/growth  opportunity  is  the Wired 
Word.   This   is   a   self-study   that   is  emailed   
to   you   every   week   (usually on Thursdays) 
addressing   current   issues   from   a Biblical  
perspective.   Email   the  Church   office    at  
Office@epfumc.org and you will be added to the 
list. 
 
 
 

If you are in the Hospital  
We call the hospitals  every  morning,  but   even  
if  you  specify   that   we  be  informed  of  your  
hospitalization, we are not always told. Please  
call  us  or  have  a  relative  or  friend notify the 
Church. We want to know when you are ill so we 
can be praying for you. 
 
 
 

Reporting a New Address 
Have   you   moved?    Please   call   the  office 
at  309-699-5417 and  let  us  know  your  new 
address. 
 

 

Lost and Found Items  

The lost and found is in the office. Stop in and 
pick up your belongings.  We keep lost & found 
items for 3 months and if not claimed, we give 
away through the Food Pantry. 
 
 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday through Thursday from  
9:30 am - 4:00 pm and 

Friday from 9:30 am - noon. 
 

 

Your Church Staff  
 

Rev. Krista Price, Directing Pastor 
(217) 549-4544       

 

Terri Bridges, Office Manager   
e-mail: office@epfumc.org 

 

Ryan Klaus, Pianist/Organist  
 

Bob Dietrich, A/V Coordinator 
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Page for kids  

of all ages  

 
 

 


